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Polagra-Food Fair Has Come to an End

Polagra-Food fair with the number of nearly 300 exhibitors was the largest food industry event in this part of Europe. On 11 thousand square meters for 5 fair days companies from Poland and 30 other countries presented their products. Polagra-Food fair was accompanied and complemented by the exhibitions of fairs organised at the same time: Polagra-Tech, Gastro Trendy, Tastes of Regions, Pakfood and the National Breeding Animals Exhibition. Those six events ended on 15 September and the exhibitions were visited by 45 thousand visitors. 
During this year's fair over 120 prizes, awards, medals and decorations were awarded, among others: MTP Gold Medals (for the best products presented at the fair), Acanthus Aureus (for stands most favourable for the implementation of the company's marketing strategy), medals on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of Miedzynarodowe Targi Poznanskie and the title "Złotnicka Premium" (for the best Złotniki pork products and their producers). Seven entrepreneurs from Wielkopolska region have been included into the Network of Regional Culinary Heritage Wielkopolska that is to promote the production and sale of local and regional food.  Poland's President awarded orders and decorations to persons distinguished for Polish agriculture while the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development granted awards in the category of "the most interesting promotion of Polagra-Food Fair". 

This year's exhibition was visited by the European Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development Dacian Ciolos and the Ministers of Agriculture of Lithuania, the Czech Republic, Hungary, Moldova and the Russian Federation. Among the guests of Polagra-Food there were also culinary authorities, among others  the restaurateur Magda Gessler known for her passion for kitchen revolution, the culinary globetrotter Robert Makłowicz and the titled chef Kurt Scheller. 
During this year's fair there were held dozens of industry events, congresses, conferences, workshops, exhibitions, shows and tastings. Distribution Forum conference dedicated to FMCG industry attracted more than 200 traders from around the country that were interested in marketing and management in the FMCG sector and the issues connected with retail outlets' equipment. At the Food Design workshop innovative products and services were designed by passionate people and representatives of the largest retail chains operating in Poland. There was also held the Polish-Russian SME Forum of the Agro-food Industry that was inspired by the Presidents of the Polish Republic and the Russian Federation. During the Forum, Polish and Russian experts presented the trends and development opportunities for small and medium enterprises in the agro-food sector and they stressed the importance of food quality for the development of SMEs 
and talked about the practical aspects of trade. The event was also an opportunity for Polish entrepreneurs to attend individual business meetings with representatives of the Russian market. 
At the fair there were many initiatives aimed at the younger generation of consumers. The European Commission prepared for children of school age a special interactive stand at which at the animated time of plays, games and quizzes, children could test their knowledge of the veterinary profession, animal health and food. Additionally there were workshops of healthy cooking conducted by Magda Gessler for the youngest fair guests. 
Among the exhibitions prepared for professional visitors, the exhibition "Meat from Poland" enjoyed great interest. On nearly 1000 square meters of their common stand, producers of pork, beef and poultry presented their offers promoting Polish products and strived for the export opportunities. By consistently implemented promotion strategy at the fair, Polish poultry, pork and beef strengthened their brands and won over European traders.. 
An important event in the meat industry was also the seventeenth Forum of Butchers and Cured Meat Manufacturers promoting niche culinary meats and raw material for processing. Meetings with experts encouraged to learn the latest trends in microbiological safety in the meat industry and the enrichment of knowledge on issues related to veterinary supervision and proper labelling of meat products. It was also the arena for the Polish National Cured Meat Competition. 
Next year's fairs dedicated to food, food industry, catering, packaging and logistics will be held on 8-11.10.2012. Feel invited!
